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Spelling

Students with dyslexia often struggle to spell due to difficulties with phonological
processing and memory. Phonological processing is the ability to identify, store, recall,
manipulate and use sounds in language and is a key skill in learning to read and spell.

Students with dyslexia may struggle to:

break words into smaller parts to spell them
remember spelling patterns and rules

recall how to pronounce and spell new vocabulary
copy spellings accurately from the board.

Spelling difficulties can also impact on written work:

e Time spent thinking about spelling words can reduce the quantity of writing

e Notetaking may be slow/inaccurate

e Using simple, easy to spell words instead of complex ones can affect the quality
of the writing.

Here are some adaptations, resources and strategies that can support dyslexic
students in the classroom:

Adaptations in class

Pre-teach spellings:

e Give key words before the lesson
for example on flashcards, as a Photosynthesis - green plants
short homework task to revise use light energy to make food.

¢ Provide knowledge organisers
with key vocabulary

Display spellings:

o Leave key spellings on the
board/slides

e Display current topic words in the

classroom
Provide print outs of notes or power s
points to: o
e Reduce time notetaking - Q

e Ensure spellings are correct
e Allow students to focus on key g ()
words by highlighting them = =



https://www.britannica.com/plant/plant
https://www.britannica.com/science/light

Allow other ways of recording or
notes/ sharing information:

e Pictures
e Mind maps

e Using a laptop
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How to Create A Mindmap
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Review learning:

e Regularly revisit key words
through quizzes or using

flashcards

Seating

e Ensure a clear view of the board
¢ Place student next to a helpful

partner

Resources in class
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Word banks of new | Whiteboards qnd pens Pictioparies — Post-it notes to jot
topic words to try out spellings including down spellings for
personalised student
ones
Bookmarks
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Bookmarks with
high frequency
words

Laptops to produce
written work

Highlighters to
focus on key
words/spellings

Range of
pens/different
colours to show
patterns in words




Spelling strategies

Mnemonics
Mnemonics can help students remember
difficult spellings, for example: bgggﬂ&fe Qs lﬂ;l::ter .
e necessary - one collar (c) and two always understand small " needs you
socks (S) elephants
e rhythm - rhythm helps your two hips oW
move =
e Could, would, should - ucky
uck 4

e Said - silly ants in dresses
» Believe - never believe a lie
e Special - the CIA has special agents

Multisensory approaches

Using sight, sound, touch, and movement
can reinforce spelling skills by:
e Making it fun/interactive
e Providing opportunities of
overlearning
For example:
e Use magnetic letters to make words
e Play matching word games

Word families cat delight
hat tonight
e Giving spellings in word families rat bright
helps to find patterns in words and .
make connections to similar words. mat ﬂ_lght
e Use colour to highlight the pattern. sat sight

Precision teaching ===

e choose a target word to spell

e write it 10 times as fast as they can
daily

e time the student if appropriate

e after a week test if they can spell it

e Select a new word.



https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=7621085aede0990d89eddb44cbe5a39455e64932d0623c089c7ead458bdd4e8bJmltdHM9MTczODI4MTYwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=17f29f66-4c5f-6df7-3533-8ec84d676c0e&psq=mnemonic+examples+for+spelling+words&u=a1aHR0cHM6Ly93d3cudHdpbmtsLmNvLnVrL3Jlc291cmNlL2F1LWMtNDIyLXNwZWxsaW5nLW1uZW1vbmljcy1kaXNwbGF5LXBvc3RlcnM&ntb=1
http://www.teachingwithtlc.com/2012/07/101-ways-to-make-spelling-fun.html
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc-nd/3.0/

Look, say, cover, write and check

Look, Say, Cover, Write and Check'

Tick the colu o gou Follow the instructions f
words n the ‘wrie column. If you pUt| word ir

sromlft right. Make sure you puhe
rectly, write it again th tion

e Look at the word you want to learn,
highlight difficult parts, look at its
shape.

Say the word

Cover the word and write it

Check if you have spelt the word right
Repeat the above.
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Syllables

e Asyllable is a beat of sound in a
word. For example, 'window' has two
beats (‘win' — 'dow') but 'door' has one

e Breaking words into syllables can be
helpful to spell them.

e Try clapping them.

Counting Syllables
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hip—po—pcﬁ—a—mgs

Words within words

For example:

present
Finding a word within a word such as elephant
inw can be fun, memorable and help teacher
with the tricky parts of a spelling.
Prefixes and suffixes Suffixes

e Prefixes are small parts that go at the
start of words to change the meaning:
dis- un- re- pre

e Suffixes go at the end: -able -ful -
ness

o If students know the common prefixes
and suffixes, this will help them to
spell the word.

A suffix is added to the
end of a word to make a
hew word.

Etymology

e This is the study of the origins of

photosynthesis

al

words [photo’} [ syn’ | 7
e In science and maths, up to 90% of ot or together putting
key words originate from Latin or orplacing
Greek.
Flashcards all || am
e Use flashcards or play matching are | at
games so the words are seen lots of s
times. ate | be
e This will build up the recognition of "black lbrown|
the word and may support the

spelling of it.




Games

Games are a fun, multi-sensory
way to reinforce spelling skills
They can also help to find patterns
and understand the rules of
spelling.
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Boggle
Scrabble
Hangman
Bananagrams

Make flashcards of words to play
snap/match the pair




Interventions

Most children will learn to spell through high-quality classroom teaching and/or home
support, but for those children who experience difficulties it may be useful to provide
extra support through an intervention.

Greg Brooks's What Works for Literacy Difficulties? (6th Edition 2020, Lavan, G. &
Talcott, J. B.) provides a useful overview of the interventions used in schools to boost
the reading, spelling or overall writing attainment of lower-achieving pupils between the
ages of 5 and 18.

Reading and spelling interventions at primary level

=Y
Length Weekly time -
Scheme } 3, viovz ¥s ova vs ve R0 : : = g
ARROW ™ Sl sl el el vl o 13 5t B0-mins 7
AccaleRead | o | | o || 4-8 o 30-mins y,
AccaleWrite
Boosting Reading o o + + o o o 10-17 3x 15-mins J
Catch Up® Literacy S R B 12-44 2% 15-mins p
Cued Spelling I S A A A 6-8 3at 15-mins P
Dryeleda Gold (Fluency | B T B 1z Ex 10-mins
Builder) 4
Dryslexda Gold (Spelling T T T T 12 Sx 15-mins ¥
Turor)
Easyread S 816 Ex 15-mins P
EMAEBLE (Sandwell) o R A 822 53t 30-minz 7 v
FFT Wave 3 v R 10 B 20-rins /
Homet s S [ || 26 5x 30-mins p
Inferanca Training . A 36 2 x 45-mins P
Lexiz I B A R 10 3 x 20-mins 7
Paired Resading S O A A ] ariable P
Project X CODE o < 20 Variable ,
Read White Inc. i A 820 Ex B0-mins >
(Phonics)
Resding Recovery o o o 12-20 Sx 30-mins Y,
[Ewery Child A Reader)
Reciprocal Reading v v A 10 23 30-mins s
Reciprocal Teaching e S o o 16-52 2w 20-mins J
SIDNEY o I 1z 5x 15-min p
Sound Check o, v 0 Ty 20-mins
Sound Discovery® LA A A A 10-22 3x 20-mins P
Sound Reading System | ¥ | ¥ S A A 18 3x 20-mins v
Sound Training™ ! S ] 1x 45-mins P
Switch-on Reading e I A R 10-12 Ex 20-mins r
The C5P Spelling and T 120 Ex 20-mins >
Language Programme
The Reading o o o o S o o 12-25 23 30-mins
Intervention N
Frogramme
Tos by Toe® o " R Y 24 Ex G0-mins Y

Units of Sound v S| 20 ‘Variable p



Reading and spelling interventions at secondary level

ARROW.™ Sl ||| v 2 | Scbimina .r
Boosting Reading R | Hx15mia v
Cateh Up® Literacy s TR 1244 | 2x15mina v
nyru:;m Gold (Spaling 7 v 77 12| 5 15-mins ,
Easyread v VRV W | S T5mia v
ENABLE (Ssnawsll) | o PRV 1014 | 3x30mina |
Infarence Training J AR 15 2 x d45-ming

Rapid Pius g VR R 15 | Variable ;
Read Wite . Fresh |, , &34 | 5x G0-mins

Sound Training © g y v & | txBimina

That Reading Thing ¢ y R 19| txBmina s

The LIT Programme g ¢ 16 | 4xB0-mina v
Thinking Reading g PR R B | W3hmina v
THRASS S| 4| 5 | ScSimina ¥
Toe by Toe ® g v 13 | Sx20mina s

Units of Sound 4 20 | Varisble s
Word Wasp A T R R 0 | SxS0mina v

For further information on this resource, use the link below:
What Works for Literacy Difficulties - The School Psychology Service



https://www.theschoolpsychologyservice.com/what-works/

